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Family-Friendly Assessment (FFA): An Overview

Having a Family-Friendly Assessment at your school sets the stage for plans that will assure a welcoming and congenial atmosphere that encourages family participation.

Why have a Family-Friendly Assessment?  

· To examine how inviting your school appears to the local community
· To look at strategies you can use to make the school more welcoming to families and community members
· To know how well you are meeting the parent-involvement mandates of NCLB/Title I
· To increase and improve parent involvement in specific ways
· To measure improvements in family involvement 
How to schedule a Family-Friendly Assessment. 

Contact the NH State Parent Information & Resource Center (NH State PIRC) at (603) 848-5665. The Parent Involvement Specialist will work with you throughout the Family-Friendly Assessment process.

What is expected of your school?
You will need to assign a contact person from your school to work with the NH State PIRC Parent Involvement Specialist. This may be a parent, a teacher, or a school administrator. Your contact person will be responsible for the following:

· Work with a parent group where the NH State PIRC rep can administer the parent survey
· Provide requested materials to your NH State PIRC rep two weeks prior to the FFA:
· School-level Parent Involvement Policy

· Home-School Compact

· Newsletters and event flyers
· Letters to families from teachers and administrators

· Welcome packets

· Student and Parent Handbook

· School Improvement Plan

· List of family events for the year
· Recruit a team to work with the NH State PIRC rep to participate in the Family-Friendly Assessment, i.e.: teacher, several parents, a community member, and one other person of your choice (5-7 participants)
· Schedule a date for the FFA that is approved by the principal, and schedule an interview with the principal during the assessment time
· Secure space for the team to meet both before and after the assessment
· Communicate with the NH State PIRC rep as needed
· Schedule a meeting to present the FFA results – inviting all parents, the SIT team, the assessment team, the principal, and the contact person
· Work with a parent group so the NH State PIRC rep can administer the follow-up parent survey 
· Schedule a time for NH State PIRC rep to return and conduct a follow-up assessment and follow-up interview with the principal
· Schedule a meeting to present the follow-up FFA results inviting all parents, the SIT team, the assessment team, the principal, and the contact person
What is the Family-Friendly Assessment process? 
1. About two weeks prior to the assessment visit, the contact person provides the NH State PIRC rep with the requested written materials (see above list).

2. Two weeks prior, a parent survey for the FFA is completed by a diverse group of parents from your school. The NH State PIRC rep will distribute and collect the surveys. An online version will be available.
3. The assessment visit typically lasts about 1½ -2 hours. Using a FFA tool, the team reviews several aspects of your school including the following:  

· Physical environment – inside and outside, though no classrooms will be observed

· School-wide policies and practices (related to family involvement) – based on an interview with the principal
· Home-school communications – both written and verbal
4. We will send the principal a written report two weeks after the FFA visit. 
5. The NH State PIRC rep will meet with parents, the SIT, the principal, the assessment team and the contact person to discuss the findings in the report and consider next steps. 
6. The NH State PIRC rep will work with school representatives to develop a plan for technical assistance.
7. In 6 to 12 months following the initial assessment the NH State PIRC rep will re-administer the parent survey, and independently conduct a follow-up Family-Friendly Assessment, and principal interview.
8. Steps 4 thru 6 will be repeated for the follow-up.
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